
 

From Rev Canon Maree 

 Holy Communion:  Home communion will be given today.  Please pray for our 

extended faith community.  

Rev Canon Maree  

 

Also this Week:  
Monday Please note that I will be taking Monday’s off (to see how it 

works) 

Wednesday No play group or prayer group during school holidays 

 Mission for Month: Mission to Seafarers 

 

Reading for 21 & 28 July 

Amos 8, 1-12 

Colossians 1, 15-29 

Psalm 52 

Luke 10, 38-42 

Hosea 1, 2-10 

Colossians 2, 6-15 

Psalm 85 

Luke 11, 1-13 

  

Mission to Seafarers 

 

The core business of the Mission to Seafarers is serving seafarers 

who enter the Port of Newcastle.  Currently there are about 40,000 

seafarers who annually enter the Port of Newcastle.  More than a 

charity, their aim is to be a warm, loving “home and away from home”.  The mission is 

committed to serving seafarers by providing excellent services where they feel wanted, 

accepted and well looked after.   

Please donate generously to this mission and pray for its continued success. 

 
 

Coming up –  
 

2019 Diocesan Convention.  Speaker – The Reverend Dr Donna Lazenby, author of Divine 

Spark.  Saturday August 17th 9.30am-3.30pm at Bishop Tyrrell Anglican College. Tickets 

$20.  Book by August 7th at www.ticketebo.com.au/diocesanconvention 2019 

For further information contact the Anglican Office 49263733 

 

11th August – Fellowship Sunday.  Soup and damper $10 per person. Following our morning 

service this is the perfect opportunity to get together with our fellow parishioners and friends 

for something warm and nourishing to sustain us during our winter weather! 

 

Rumours! 
 

I have heard a couple of rumours going around in the past week and 

thought I would like to address them.  Usually I don’t worry, because 

rumours are just that.  But they can also be harmful. 

 

Ministry in Lambton will continue. Ministry is constantly moving and changing, and may 

look differently from 50 years, even 15 years ago. 

 

I am sure that as we move into 2020 that ministry will be looked at and added to and enhanced.  

Hub ministry is being looked at with Kotara South and New Lambton.  I have had NO 

indication from the Bishop that Lambton parish will close! I have no idea where people get 

these rumours from.  Bishops do not want to close parishes and churches, BUT we need to 

maintain our parish and that means committing to ongoing offerings (money on the plate) 

AND FUNDRAISERS. 

 

Our parish has three buildings to insure, plus power and gas bills and to pay for upkeep and 

for ministry to support. It is when we can’t do those things that there will be a problem, so 

let’s put an effort into being committed and supportive.   

 

Rumours can cause people to feel hopeless and that can have terrible consequences.  

Why not talk to your Rector if you have any worries? Please continue to commit to your 

parish. That is the best way to allow ministry in our area. 

 

Reverend Maree   

 

 

Home Visiting  

 

There are a few people in our parish who would love a visit from fellow parishioners! In 

particular –  

 

Thea Woodington (at home) 

Syd Woodington (Bupa Nursing Home at Cameron Park) 

Peggy Coughlan (Bupa Nursing Home at Cardiff) 

 

A phone call is also really appreciated! 

 

If anyone is interested would they kindly let Reverend Maree or our Secretary Chris know so 

that we can coordinate some visits. 

 

http://www.ticketebo.com.au/diocesanconvention%202019
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Today’s Scripture Readings – 5th Sunday After Pentecost 
 

Amos 7, 7-17 Psalm 82 

Colossians 1, 1-14 Luke 10, 25-37 
 

 

WHO IS OUR NEIGHBOUR? 
 

There is a great deal for us in the story of the Good Samaritan.  It is a story which 

is very familiar in its meaning to those who have never actually even heard it or 

read it. 
 

And I know why!  It is a story that is very modern, and we can relate to it in 

2019! 
 

It is in the ability to see beyond the long-standing divide between those who are “different”, in this 

case the wounded man, and ourselves. 
 

And the result is that we need, like the Good Samaritan, to be able to risk and reach out with 

kindness and generosity in a way that is surprising. 
 

I expect that most of us could re-tell this story without even looking at the text.  But I wonder if, 

today, you could close your eyes and open your hearts and see our neighbours all around us. 
 

And, after “seeing” them, these “neighbours”, then what?  Will we walk on the other side, or will we 

stop, listen and help?   
 

Blessings Rev Maree 

 

According to certain media I am supposed to be living in fear that my 

religious freedom and the religious freedom of Anglicans in this region is 

under threat. The facts do not support this assertion. Each week people of 

faith gather openly to reflect on sacred text, to hear addresses, to pray 

and to worship.  
 

They create communities of care and hope which make useful 

contributions to their villages and suburbs. Many religious groups are supported strongly by 

their wider communities with people working with them and contributing to their fund-raising. 

Religious people in Australian do not experience oppression. 
 

As a committed Christian, I hear my fellow Australians saying to me "can you churchgoers let 

me live in peace?" To put it another way, "I'm happy for you to do your religious thing but can 

you leave me alone?" Australians willingly tolerate a wide religious landscape on the basis 

that it will not intrude on their lives.  People who practice their faith must find new ways of 

relating to their communities if they want to speak in a way that can be heard. 
 

A clear majority of Australians no longer want to be involved in debates about how consenting 

adults express themselves sexually. They find the condemnatory views of some religious 

groups about homosexuality demeaning and denigrating. Many people found the plebiscite, 

about changes to the Marriage Act, damaging to themselves or to people they care about. I am 

such a person. 
 

I hope we never again put any group of Australians through a national debate on issues so 

deeply connected with their identity. I hope we never again put any group of Australians 

through a national debate on issues so deeply connected with their identity.  
 

The discussion about religious freedom is no longer focused on the Marriage Act, but the 

curriculum and teaching staff in faith-based schools. Same-sex marriage might be legal, but a 

range of religious institutions want to retain the right to put forward approaches to human 

intimacy espousing heterosexuality and purity.  Lesson content and teacher morality take 

centre-stage as the rights of the employer are debated. When we shift the focus away from 

sexual intimacy to forming meaningful relationships, the conversation changes.  

 

Many people will speak about the difficulties they have experienced in finding and sustaining 

long-term companionship if not for themselves, for people they know and love.  Loneliness is 

everywhere and exists for myriad reasons.  
 

I am more energised by helping people navigate that complex landscape and I want to bring a 

spiritual dimension to that exploration. I want people to experience the wonder of being truly 

loved by another human being who will be there for them in times of difficulty and despair, as 

well as in the seasons of joy and laughter. Such an environment provides profound 

opportunities to explore the religious and faith dimensions of love.  

 

My hunch is that such an educational endeavour requires a very honest curriculum and a 

teaching staff who have reflected deeply on the joys and challenges of their life.  

Bishop Peter Stuart 

 

  

   

http://www.lambtonanglicanparish.com.au/

